to a Brigade organization. Our Delta

Company occupied an area known as
Macinado, along with Echo Company and
the 319th Artillery. The other units of the
2/503 were located in an area known as
Sukiran. Sukiran also was the home to a
large contingent of the 3rd Marine Division
which by the close proximity caused many
friendly competitions, although some say
they were physical confrontations—but
that’s another story. From about October
1962, which encompassed my first jump
into Taiwan (Tien Bing Il) and various other
adventures in the South China Sea area,
including a 30-day gig training the ARVN
forces at the village of Ibudaki, another
Taiwan exercise (TIEN BING lll) and the
large SEATO exercise in the Spring of
1963 when we parachuted into Thailand,
landing about 20 miles from the Laos
border as a show of force when that
SEATO country was being threatened by
communist takeover during the Laotian
crisis, we constantly honed our skills. Our
2/503 ABG Commanding Officer was

Colonel Robert L. Rowan who stayed with
us until the 2/503rd Airborne Battle Group
was reassigned 10 the newly reactivated
173rd Airborne Brigade (SEP). We were
now the 2nd Battalion 503 Infantry in
March 1963. The 1st ABG 503rd Infantry
from Fort Bragg joined us on Okinawa
and was renamed the 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry of the 173rd Brigade.
The other elements of the 503rd Battle

Group were also incorporated into the

173rd Airborne Brigade (SEP). The new
Brigade organization required a General
officer to lead and General Wiliamson
filled that slot. [The Army had dropped the
Battle Group designation at this time and
adopted the Brigade format.]

During early 1963 | was in 2nd platoon
and toiling away as the platoon’s armorer
when a friend of mine, Pfc Wilie Bestal
asked me if he could paint an eagle
on “my” arms room floor. Willie always
seemed 1o be drawing sketches and
caricatures during any spare time he

had between all the continuous training

exercises we did. | said
“hell yes, go ahead”
because | thought it
would be cool and would
be the only floor art in the
whole of Delta Company,
maybe even the 503rd
Battle Group. He did the painting and
the result was unforgettable, causing any
troops entering the area to consciously
avoid stepping on it lest they violate some
unknown rule. | subsequently moved to
the company supply room as the supply

sergeant, replacing SSGT George Minor

announ
design
Shoulde
Willie
contest

Spring/Summer 2013 Edition | 17




